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The first family to settle in and create
Coles County will be featured at Booth
Library this weekend.

Point guard Cornell Johnston
breaks freshman assist record.
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Police advise Rauner’s budget cuts to affect Eastern
winter safety
By Stephanie Markham
News Editor | @stephm202

By Megan Ivey
Associate News Editor|@megankayivey
As temperatures continue to drop below freezing,
police recommend for students and community members to take extra weather safety precautions.
The Coles County Police Department issued a
wind chill advisory warning residents to take measures
to bundle up and stay warm.
Lt. Brad Oyer, of the Charleston Police Department, said residents should make a conscious effort
to stay updated on the forecast, with Illinois having
abrupt changes.
“The weather could be in the 50s one day, and in
the negative the next,” he said. “It can catch you by surprise.”
However, Charleston’s weather has stayed consistently at or below freezing, with a week-high temperature of 33 degrees Saturday.
For the majority of the week, lows have dropped to
single or negative degrees, retaining all snow recently
accumulated.
Wind chill, which is the effect wind has on the actual temperature, causes room for concern. Thursday’s
temperatures are expected to take a dive with a wind
chill of between minus 12 to minus 22 degrees, according to the national weather service.
That coupled with wind gusts at 17 mph elevates
risk of frostbite. If skin is exposed for longer than 30
minutes, there could be a potential for frostbite.
While the potential for frostbite is still there, bundling up before walking out into the cold will greatly reduce chances of frostbite. Bundling up includes
wearing thick socks and gloves, along with the coat.
Extremities are more susceptible to frostbite.
The advisory ends at noon.
Kate Arsenault, a senior communication studies
major, said she felt these effects.
She said during a 10-minute walk from her apartment to campus, her bare hands went numb.
“They turned bright red,” she said.
To counteract the numbness, she said she bought a
cup of coffee to use as a hand warmer.
“I had to make a stop halfway to the Union,” she
said. “The coffee was used to warm my hands more
than anything.”
Oyer said planning ahead is necessary for the cold
weather.
“Don’t wear a light jacket thinking that you’re just
walking a short distance to your car,” he said. “Wear
a heavy coat. You cannot predict car trouble and you
may be waiting a while before help gets to you.”
Along with a heavy coat, a winter-ready car should
have a blanket or two, a small storage of extra food,
sandbags to properly distribute weight and a snow
shovel, Oyer said.
Oyer said taking time in all stages of driving will
best ensure the safety of drivers and pedestrians, including clearing off the entire vehicle when preparing
to drive.
“You always see that person who clears off a little
spot, just enough to see straight ahead,” he said. “You
need all windows cleared to see traffic.”
Pedestrians should be as cautious as drivers when
there are dangerous road conditions.
Oyer said to not lose focus by texting or by listening
to music with earbuds.
“Vehicles may slide, watch what is going on,” he
said.
Despite the more hazardous road conditions, Oyer
said he was not aware of a greater number of car accidents.
“Luckily, people are used to Illinois weather and
driving in it,” he said.
Jarad Jarmon contributed to this article.
Megan Ivey can be reached at
581-2812 or mkivey@eiu.edu.

Gov. Bruce Rauner’s proposed budget
for fiscal year 2016 would cut Eastern’s
general funds by 31.5 percent, which is a
decrease of $13.85 million.
The state appropriated $43.96 million
for Eastern’s general funds in fiscal year
2015, and Rauner proposed $30.12 million for fiscal year 2016.
Universities across the state are fac ing the same potential cuts, including
the University of Illinois that would lose
$209 million, Western Illinois University that would lose $16.6 million, and Illinois State University that would lose
$23.3 million.
Eastern and other universities would

also see reductions to other state funds,
which include scholarship grant awards,
by 61.9 percent.
At Eastern, this would be a decrease of
$13,000.
The state appropriated $21,000 in other state funds to Eastern in fiscal year
2015, while Rauner proposed $8,000 for
fiscal year 2016.
The proposed budget was released
Wednesday when Rauner gave his budget
address to the General Assembly.
President Bill Perry said the proposed
decrease is quite large and would have a
significant impact on operations at Eastern.
“We will be pressing our case for strong
support for EIU and higher education,”
Perry said. “We have been preparing for

a tight budget with our hiring freeze and
conservative spending.”
Pe r r y s a i d E a s t e r n w o u l d c o n t i n ue to provide opportunities for students
“through thick and thin.”
“We know that such a decrease would
put pressure on tuition, but affordability
concerns limit tuition rates,” he said.
Richard Wandling, the chair of the political science department, said the budget’s impact on Eastern would be devastating.
“The governor’s office is presenting it
as a smaller reduction because public universities are able to bring in additional
revenue such as student tuition and fees
and maybe federal grants along the way,”
Wandling said.
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Housing rate increases 2 percent
By Luis Martinez
Administration Editor| @DEN_News
Eastern’s 2-percent increase in housing rates
that will start next academic year is being implemented to compensate for the rising operating
costs that Eastern is facing.
Paul McCann, the interim vice president for
business affairs, said cost increases would be necessary for running Eastern’s operations.
“Food, utilities, maintenance, repairs, all
those kinds of things would be factored in,” McCann said. “Then on the other hand you’ve got
the dining halls and after the food costs, you
the personnel costs and so you have to monitor
those increases.”
McCann said if the minimum wage increases,
the housing board would have to increase some
of these wages.
“I think as it was talked about in the board
that was to cover cost increases,” McCann said.
“In general, there is concern about the minimum wage increase.”
Mark Hudson, the director of Housing and
Dining Services, said if minimum wage goes up,
Eastern would have ample room in its budget to
cover those costs.
“When we developed the room and board
rate, the conversation was that minimum wage

was going to be raise up to $10 a hour,” Hudson
said. “We built in enough money into the rate
to cover that whole jump.”
Hudson said does not think the minimum
wage will rise as high as $10.
“More recently, the governor has had other
proposals and he’s talking about do we raise the
minimum wage,” Hudson said. “They’re floating
different ideas out there.”
Hudson said if the minimum wage does not
increase, the amount that was budgeted for the
increase would not be needed.
Both McCann and Hudson said the excess
money would be used toward renovations for
the residences halls.
“It’s an open process,” McCann said. “We
deal with the students in trying to help set that
rate, so I think it a fairly modest increase.”
McCann said the rate process is not hidden
from the students.
“We review it internally, and then we take it
to the housing board which is made up of students,” McCann said. “They review the potential
increase and they sign off on that before we take
it to the board.”
The numbers for Eastern’s current housing
rates are $4,150 for the seven meal plan option,
$4,335 for the 10 meal plan option, $4,498 for
the 12 meal plan, and $4,679 for the 15 meal

plan.
Next year, the rates will increase to $4,233;
$4,422; $4,588 and $4,773 respectively. This
is an average of almost $89 more than current
rates.
The grant-in aid fee is increasing at 2 percent
as well.
Currently, grant-in aid comes to $15.15 per
credit hour, so a full time students from 12
hours up would pay the maximum amount at
$181.80.
“Students pay a student fee that is a grantin aid fee, and that money is available to recruit
students,” Hudson said. “For example, people of
particular high academic achievement might be
given some grant-in aid money.”
Aside from high academic achievement, students could receive grant–in aid for participating in things such as athletics, honors programs
and student leadership.
“That money is used to recruit students so it
offsets their expenses,” Hudson said. “All students paid for it through their fees, so all students contribute to this fund.”
Luis Martinez can be
reached at 581-2812
or lpmartinez@eiu.edu.
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Professor to read from 1st collection
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By Stephanie White
Entertainment Editor | @DEN_News
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An Eastern professor used the experience of her father’s schizophrenia
as inspiration for her first full-length
published collection poetry book.
Charlotte Pence will be reading
passages from her newly published
book called “Many Small Fires” at 6
p.m. Thursday in the lecture hall of
the Doudna Fine Arts Center.
This is Pence’s first published fulllength poetry collection, which took
a total of five years to complete from
concept to publication.
“‘Many Small Fires’ addresses my
father’s schizophrenia and chronic
homelessness through the larger evolutionary story of the human species,” she said. “Questions about how
we came to create communities and
homes play out against more intimate
questions of my community.”
Pence said she hesitated to write
about the subject of her father’s experiences.
“The subject matter is one that I
actually didn’t want to address at first,
considering how personal it is,” she
said. “I also wanted to respect my
father and his privacy. At the same
time, I felt like it was an important
story to tell.”
She has wanted to publish a fulllength collection since she was an
graduate student at Emerson College.
“It is a wonderful feeling to have
achieved that goal,” she said.
Pence said before this book, she
submitted two different manuscripts
to publishers.
One of them was later published
as a chapbook called “Weaves a Clear
Night,” and the other was pulled
from consideration because it became
a finalist in a contest.

SUBMIT TED PHOTO

English Professor Charlotte Pence will read from her first published full-length collection poetry book Thursday

in the lecture hall of the Doudna Fine Arts Center.
Pence said she realized she did not
want that book to be her first fulllength collection, noting that it did
not accurately represent who she was
or where she had come from to the
same extent.
“I had already written some of
the poems that are now in ‘Many
Small Fires,’ but it was far from being a book," she said. "Once I realized what I wanted to do, what that
book should be, I solely focused on
that project.”
Pence said the book discusses her
father, his schizophrenia and other ex-

periences throughout her life.
Pence said she is happy to see her
ideas in print and to be able to hold
them in her hands.
Her book is divided up into three
section, each of which she plans to
read from Thursday.
“I’m going to read from all three
sections of the new book so as to give
the audience a sense of the books’
motifs, themes and language play,”
Pence said.
She the author of another publication called “The Branches, the Axe,
the Missing,” which is the winner of

the BLP Black River chapbook prize
in 2012.
Caleb Curtiss, an author from
Champaign, will join Pence Thursday night. He recently released a
chapbook called “A Taxonomy of the
Space Between Us.”
Pence said Curtiss just published
his first book this month with the
same publisher as her, which is Black
Lawrence Press.
Stephanie White can be
reached at 581-2812
or sewhite2@eiu.edu.

Money managing seminar to come to Eastern
By Roberto Hodge
Multicultural Editor |@BertoHodge
A nine-week program allowing
students and members of the community to learn how to manage
money and debt issues will begin
at 7 p.m. Feb. 25 and every following Wednesday until April 29
in Lumpkin Hall.
Jeff Oetting, an instructor in
business, said “Dave Ramsey’s Financial Peace University,” which
is being offered by the Sustainable Entrepreneurship though Education and Development Center
and Life Centers, will allow participants through video teaching,
discussion and group activities to
learn how to manage money and
debt.
Oetting, who has been doing
the program for five years, said it
is “amazing” and has gotten generally positive feedback from those
who have participated in the past,
confiding they are now debt free
from enrolling.
Oetting said Ramsey is a man of
action and not a big fan of credit cards and would rather spend
money in debit or cash.

People who pay with cash can
actually feel the purchase as opposed to swipe and go.
“He created a discipline (that’s)
like a diet,” Oetting said.
The average debt a person may
have can range from $30,000 to
$70,000.
These numbers can be a combination of credit card payments,
mortgages or loans, and every scenario is different, Oetting said.
Oetting said when students are
given credit cards they are “openi n g Pa n d o r a’s b o x” a n d b e i n g
tempted into bad spending habits
that are easy to fall into.
Oetting said spending patterns
could be gender-specific.
Typically, a man’s most common spending involves items for
their significant other.
Women usually buy more clothing and cosmetic items.
Oetting said spending patterns
could also depend on the age of
the consumer; for students, the
general top purchases are food-related products.
The assumption of having a job
immediately following graduation
to pay off the credit card debts

sets bad habits for students, because this may not always happen,
Oetting said.
“It’s a bad habit to start, once
you start it’s a hard habit to reverse, I think it can be just as addicting as smoking,” Oetting said.
Spring break is a time where
students typically use their credit
cards the most.
Oetting said students go on a
spending spree at a nice location
and when they comeback see their
credit card statement, they might
not have the funds to pay it all
off, so they make the minimum
payments.
“It’s so easy to go out and have
your weekend binges,” Oetting
said.
Oetting said those who miss
a payment could be subjected to
25 or a 30 percent increase in interest, which is one of the ways
credit card companies make their
money.
Fo r e x a m p l e , s a y a p e r s o n’s
credit card limit is $200 and they
spend $75 of that limit and miss a
payment.
Their interest could be a 25
percent increase. Now, instead of

paying $75, they are now paying
$93 if the interest is compounded
monthly, Oetting said.
“It’s crazy,” Oetting said.
Oe t t i n g b e l i e ve s t h a t c re d i t
cards, which are essentially a form
of a bank, are a trap that many
people including students, fall
into because they only make the
minimum amount of payments.
He said this is exactly why the
United State fell into the recession
it did in terms of housing because
home owners were being told their
homes were worth more than they
actually were.
“It was a lie—a trap,” Oetting
said.
Oetting said the goal of the
courses are to allow students and
community members to learn better long-term spending and saving
habits for managing their money.
“Financial Peace University” requires a $100 for the nine-week
courses.
Roberto Hodge can be
reached at 581-2812
or rlhodge@eiu.edu

Pick up tomorrow’s edition of the Daily Eastern News
to read all the latest in news, sports and features!
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Student
Library exhibit to share Charleston history
Senate
declares
executive
election
By Stephanie White
Entertainment Editor | @DEN_News

By Luis Martinez
Administration Editor|@DEN_News

Student Body President Reggie Thedford spoke about the dates for the upcoming spring executive elections during this
week’s student government meeting.
The positions up for election include
the student body president position, executive vice president, vice president of academic affairs, and vice president of student affairs.
Thedford said during the meeting the
applications for the election should be out
by the end of the week.
Candidates will have until March 25 to
turn in their applications.
“For the packet, you have to write a
candidate’s platform and get a hundred
signatures,” Thedford said. “From when
the packets are available to March 25,
you have that whole time to complete the
packet.”
The candidates will have 16 school
days, not including weekends or spring
break, to complete and turn in the packet. Orientations for the packets candidates
will take place the day after applications
are due.
“Orientation is where they’ll go over
campaigning violations, the rules such as
you can’t campaign here and you can tear
someone’s poster down,” Thedford said.
“They’ll take their picture, they’ll make
sure all their information is correct and
things of that nature.”
The orientation as well the spring executive election will be run by the Elections
Commission.
After orientation is completed, the
candidates will get to campaign for two
weeks, and on March 30, there will be a
debate with the candidates for the executive positions.
“They don’t have to campaign if they
don’t want to,” Thedford said. “They
have two weeks for campaigning, and
then the campaign is done.”
Voting will begin April 13 and end the
following day.
On April 15, the unofficial results will
be announced, with the official results announced a week later on April 25.
Executive Vice President Catie Witt
said the next president of Eastern would
be announced at the Board of Trustees
meeting on March 2.
The Nearly Naked 5k run was rescheduled due to lack of registration for the
event. The tentative date for the event is
March 7, but a finalized date will be announced next week.
Luis Martinez can be
reached at 581-2812
or lpmartinez@eiu.edu.

The Parker family, which was the
first family to settle in and create Coles
County and Charleston, will be featured this weekend as part of the
Booth Library exhibit.
The main focus of the exhibit is
Cynthia Ann Parker, who was kidnapped from her family at 9 years old
in the 1800s when the family moved
to Texas after years of settling into
Coles County.
Beth Heldebrandt, the public relations director of Booth library, said
the information about the Parkers was
brought to the library’s attention from
a rediscovered movie.
The movie, called “Daughter of
Dawn,” was discovered by community
member, Caroline Stevens, who has local history experience and knew about
Quanah and Cynthia Ann Parker.
“‘Daughter of Dawn’ is the whole
reason why we are doing this exhibit and series,” Heldebrandt said. “This
movie is the lost movie that was discovered about two years ago by Stevens, who called me because she knew
I worked at the library and told me to
purchase it for the library so people
can check it out.”
Stevens told her that it was about
the Parker family and the whole story
of how Cynthia Ann was kidnapped.
“She really inspired this whole exhibit and program series,” Heldebrandt said.
The opening program will start at
7 p.m. Friday in the Buzzard Hall Auditorium, with a discussion to follow
by Audrey Kalivoda, who is the person
who created the film.
More programs will be on Saturday morning and afternoon, creating a
two-day symposium.
“Friday afternoon both of the programs are related to each other, and
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For the next several weeks Booth Library’s Quanah & Cynthia Ann Parker:
The History and the Legend will be on display.

they are both related to the Parker
cemetery which is a cemetery out in
the middle of a farmers field that was
over grown with weeds,” she said.
Some of the Parker family members

from Missouri and Indiana are going
to talk about what they did to clean up
the cemetery once it was rediscovered
in a panel at 2 p.m. Friday in the West
Reading Room in the library.

“There are not just Parkers buried there but others as well, including
some people who are related to the series,” she said.
Steven DiNaso, a professor in the
geology-geography department, will
be talking about how he and his students have been working at the cemetery at a panel at 3 p.m. Friday in the
West Reading Room.
“They have all this technology and
have been taking the equipment to
the cemetery and helping them map it
out and trying to figure out where the
grave sites are,” Heldebrandt said.
Saturday morning will begin with
a program about Quanah and his involvement with the Battle of Adobe
Walls. It will be at 10 a.m. in the West
Reading Room in the library, followed
by the showing of two films, “Smoke
Signals” and “Dance with Wolves,”
which will be a 11 a.m. in the West
Reading Room.
The “Daughter at Dawn” movie will be shown at 1 p.m. in the Buzzard Hall Auditorium, and a showing
of the movie “The Searchers,” which
is a John Wayne movie that is based
off the Cynthia Ann Parker story, will
be shown at 3:30 p.m. in the Buzzard
Hall Auditorium.
Heldebrandt said every semester the
library chooses a topic and the events
are scattered throughout the time
length of the exhibit, but this semester they will be conducting it a bit differently.
“This time we decided to do a
whole bunch of them at once over
two days, Friday and Saturday, because
there are a lot of Parker’s who still live
here,” she said. “And also a lot of Parker’s who we are told, are coming from
out of state. We wanted them to be
able to attend a lot of the events.”
Stephanie White can be reached at
581-2812 or sewhite2@eiu.edu.

Liquor hearing to determine 3 bar citations
By Cassie Buchman
City Editor|@DEN_News
A liquor hearing is scheduled at 1:30
p.m. Monday in the Council Chambers of
Charleston City Hall.
Two bars and one restaurant were cited for serving alcohol to underage patrons
during compliance checks on Feb. 7.
Panther Paw, Marty’s, and Dirty’s Bar
and Grill were all cited.
Since Panther Paw and Marty’s are bars,
they have two counts against them: one for
serving the alcohol to minors and one for
having patrons under 21 inside the bar.
Dirty’s has a restaurant license and is allowed to have people under 21 inside their
building. Because of this, they only have
one count against them for serving the alcohol to the minors.
The penalties will apply to each charge.
It is up to the liquor commissioner to decide on these penalties.
Mayor Larry Rennels, who also serves as

YOUNGSTOWN APARTMENTS
916 Woodlawn Dr.
Great location south end of 9th st. near the woods!

www.youngstowncharleston.com
217-345-2363
FEATURED UNIT SIZE-2BEDROOMS!
2Bedroom/1.5 bath Townhouses with and
w/o washer&dryers!
2bedroom/1.5bath Apts with extra office/dining room!
2bedroom/1bath Apt with washer and dryer!
Spacious Bedrooms with walk in closets!
Private Patio or Decks!
Home away from home feel!
Free Trash & Parking!
$150/PERSON
3 Clean on-site Laundry Rooms!
ANY SIZE UNIT
Use Financial Aid to pay rent

DEPOSIT SPECIAL SIGN LEASE
BY 3/13!

the liquor commissioner, said this hearing
is a preliminary hearing.
It is the responsibility of the liquor commissioner to issue liquor licenses, enforce liquor ordinances and laws.
There are four parts to this hearing.
The first part is having each of the businesses that were cited acknowledge and
send paperwork understanding the charges against them.
The businesses are then told the potential penalties they face based on testimonies
and other evidence from the hearing.
The establishments are then to admit or
deny the charges against them.
If they admit to serving liquor to underage customers, they will be notified five
days after the hearing of the decision made.
If they deny the charges, an evidentiary hearing will be scheduled with the city
attorney where the businesses can display
their own evidence and argue against the
charges.
In the case of an evidentiary hearing, the

city will be able to call witnesses, such as
police officers or the individuals who were
served the alcohol.
For the preliminary hearing, the consequences against the cited businesses will be
determined by their testimonials and evidence.
For all three businesses, this is their first
offense.
The minimum consequences for an
establishment’s first cited offense in 12
months is a $250 fine, or a three-day-suspension of their liquor license.
The maximum consequence is a $1,000
fine and a 30-day suspension, or a complete revocation of their license.
This revocation would mean the establishment would have their liquor license revoked permanently.
Rennels said that the decision to revoke
businesses licenses is not taken lightly, and
that it is usually only revoked in the case of
multiple violations, where multiple people
were served alcohol when they were not
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supposed to be.
“Since it is their first violation within the
last 12 months, there is no chance of their
license being revoked,” Rennels said.
Rennels, the city clerk, and the court reporter will be present at the hearings, with
the court reporter making a transcript of
the hearing.
The owners or managers of the establishments will also be present.
All three businesses’ hearings are scheduled for 1:30 p.m on Monday.
“After the hearing, there are always options for the liquor holder,” Rennels said.
“They have 20 days to send an appeal to
the state liquor control commission.”
Once the appeal is filed, the liquor commission has to accept the appeal. The commission will review the information and
decide whether the liquor commissioner of
Charleston was correct or not.
Cassie Buchman can be reached at
581-2812 or cjbuchman@eiu.edu.

What’s Happening at EIU?

Book Launch and Poetry Reading | 6 PM
Event featuring English professor Charlotte Pence and poet Caleb Curtiss; Doudna, free admission
Soul Train: EIU Edition | 7 - 10 PM
African American Heritage Month Event featuring DJ Bandcamp; MLK Union
Jazz Combos Concert | 7:30 - 9 PM
Jazz compositions and standards along with new arrangements and compositions; Doudna
Check out more upcoming events at www.dailyeasternnews.com

Don’t miss a minute of coverage!

Keep up-to-date on our Facebook and Twitter pages!
@den_news
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Be thankful,
have fewer
bad days
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You tell us, Mr. Lincoln

Katie Smith
Every time I catch a glimpse of my reflection I’m surprised to see I don’t have more
wrinkles.
Self-invented anxieties have deteriorated my
body’s vitality far beyond its years – at least I
feel they have. I expect to see liver spots, worry
lines, battle scars – anything.
But I’m the same baby-faced individual that
held back tears as a child every time I read “Alexander and the Terrible, Horrible, No Good,
Very Bad Day.” I always grew particularly emotional when his favorite marble is washed
down the bath drain.
It was all he had, poor Alexander. Every day
this week has felt to me like the shower drain
swallowed my favorite marble.
When I was younger I felt bad for Alexander. I wanted to let him ride my scooter or
lend him my favorite book; but as I got older,
I’ve replaced my sympathy for him with a kind
of resonance, and I’m not proud of it.
There is something about adulthood that
makes everyone’s voice sound like a butter
knife dragging across a porcelain plate. There
are days I walk through campus and feel like
I’m in a penitentiary where all my peers are rival gangs, and we’re engaged in an intimidation standoff.
Other days the accomplished looks of all my
peers – with their homework stacked high under their neatly folded hands – make me want
to stand up in the classroom and flip the table
over in one magnificent, terrifying display of
rage or catharsis. And I mean that. I estimate
I fantasize about table-flipping at least once a
week.
The remainder of the days I feel fine, and
I’d like to think I’m even almost pleasant to be
around. I’m just not sure when I stopped feeling sorry for Alexander and started feeling sorry for myself.
Our culture is one openly concerned with
“The American Dream.” We are taught that
our economy and politics have been designed
in a way to make success attainable for anyone willing to put forth the effort, and when
I think about that my marble goes down the
drain.
I am realizing how competitive the world is;
I see how many people abide by an “every man
for himself ” mentality, and I’m worried that I
am becoming one of them.
I work in a room where a police scanner
blares sad news in my ear all day and it absolutely affects me. If I’m not feeling bad about
it, I’m becoming desensitized to it.
The truth is I have every reason to be happy with my life. For as many things that agitated me this week, I could make a list twice as
long of the aspects of my life that are wonderful and promising. I make a subconscious decision, however, to dwell so much on minor inconveniences because I feel they hinder the level of success I am expected to strive for.
For our benefit, and the benefit of those
around us, we need to make a conscious decision to check in with ourselves and genuinely
feel thankful for our achievements and sources
of cheerfulness.
Katie Smith is a senior journalism major.
She can be reached at 581-2812
or denopinions@gmail.com.
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STAFF EDITORIAL

Wi-Fi survey can help improve Eastern’s tech support
A survey was sent out to all Eastern students recently for their input on the current
status of campus technology.
While the survey does not primarily focus
on the poor Wi-Fi in certain areas on campus, it does address and analyze how students
are using the technology and how many devices are connected.
The Daily Eastern News feels that this survey serves as an advantageous opportunity for
students to state their truest opinions while
using an appropriate venue and to talk about
the quality of the technology here at Eastern.
Eastern and its partnered sponsor called
Educause will be able to compare how undergraduates are experiencing technology at
Eastern to compare it to other institutions.
It would not be fair for other schools to have
the best quality Internet and technological
tools and for Eastern to continue to use outdated software.
The News believes that Eastern deserves
and has earned the privilege of receiving pre-

mium technical support. Students are constantly using the Internet and using the labs’
computers—not only for entertainment, but
also essentially for their assignments. Imagine
students’ frustration when not able to complete a research paper or project when they
need a functional piece of technology.
Another important aspect of technology
that has been discussed is the issue regarding
Wi-Fi connectivity. Students have mentioned
that Wi-Fi should and needs to be improved
throughout campus, particularly within the
residence halls. It has been shown that the
results are not just based on student results,
but from faculty members as well.
Students have also pointed out that it is
rather difficult to rely on Wi-Fi unless you
happen to have an Ethernet cord. Otherwise,
it is up to the students to either take a trip
to the Booth Library or any other academic
building where Wi-Fi connectivity is mostly
used and stronger.
The News encourages that everyone and

anyone who has access to participate in the
survey should do so. Their input and concern would allow the sponsors and those in
charge to obtain a better idea of what works
and what needs to be improved. In looking at
numbers, it may even help them when outlining a healthy budget to cover these expenses.
Understandably, the most difficult part
about implementing a better technological
system for the Eastern would be the decisionmaking process on how to address these issues based specifically on funding. It is no
news that, lately, Eastern has suffered monetary losses and strain; nevertheless, the survey
is currently ongoing and will be available until the week before Spring Break.

The daily editorial is the majority opinion of
the editorial board of The Daily Eastern News.

When cabin fever and anxiety strike at work
Have you ever been sitting at your
desk at work or simply sitting or standing, and suddenly you’re overcome with
the urge to throw something?
Have you ever felt compelled to
scream until and kick something until
all eyes are on you?
I’m sure most of us have felt utterly
repulsed by other bodies constantly surrounding us—all of them talking, laughing and shuffling around simultaneously.
The feeling starts in this really dark
place in the back of your head. It
pounds its tiny, furious little fist at your
skull and raises its voice at you telling
you to lose it and go crazy.
You find that you can’t fight the itch
in your stomach and squirm uncomfortably as the cabin fever becomes increasingly harder and harder to ignore.
“I’m going to throw something,” you
think. “I am going to get up and stand
on this desk and kick something.”
Your fingers twitch and your knee
begins to tremble feverishly—nostrils
flared, lips curled, fists balled.
Then the sweat trickles down your

Margorie Clemente
temple, your chest tightening and your
head swells with an excruciating headache.
“How can I possibly get through this
day without yelling at someone or losing my cool?” You wonder. It’s that fiery
temper and stress that has been snowballing from the very beginning of the
semester.
Suddenly they come tumbling out in
the worst, most non-efficient way: the
Freudian slip.
“This place is driving me crazy!” You
shriek in this high-pitched voice and
claw at paper and desks then hurl yourself into a manic laughing fit.
The next thing you know you’re

growling and snarling at your friends,
ripping up folders and eating stale pretzels like a madman. You feel it. You’ve
got that crazed look in your eyes because
it burns—glaring from beneath your
brow at anyone who comes near enough
to tell you to “relax” or to “breathe from
your gut.”
Maybe you’re the type to get up, walk
around and hug people. Or perhaps
you’re the one who bangs on desks with
your hands like a drum at an obnoxious, nonexistent beat. Are you the offkey, tone deaf singer, the wild-limbed,
flailing dancer—the one who blocks out
the rest of the extraneous noise around
you with headphones? Do you stand and
convulse or run to the bathroom to cry?
Which workspace psycho are you?
Margorie Clemente is senior English major.
She can be reached at 581-2812
or denopinions@gmail.com.
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Ash Wednesday

AMANDA WILKINSON | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

Lauren Smith, an Eastern alumna, receives an ash cross on her forehead from Father John Titus Wednesday
in celebration of Ash Wednesday at the Newman Catholic Center. The ashes symbolize penance for those
who wear them.

Volunteers to make a splash at Polar Plunge
By Emily Stockdale
Staff Reporter| @DEN_News
An expected 300 people will
take to the waters of Effingham’s
Lake Sara on Feb. 28 for this year’s
Polar Plunge.
Proceeds of this event go toward
Special Olympics in Illinois.
Vanessa Duncan, the director of
Area 9 Special Olympics, said volunteers will check in at 9:30 a.m.
Participants have a registration
period from 10:30 to noon.
The radio station 104.3 will provide music.
“It’s kind of fun mixing and
mingling for that hour and a half,”
Duncan said.
The plunge itself will begin at

noon.
Last year’s plunge was about an
hour long with 198 participants,
50 of whom signed up in the last
two weeks of registration.
Duncan said because of an increase in registration, this year’s
plunge is expected to take slightly longer, but probably will not go
past 1:30 p.m.
Afterward, a post-plunge party
will begin at 2 p.m. at the Knights
of Columbus Hall in Effingham.
Plungers get in free, otherwise
admission costs $2 for children
and $4 for adults.
This party includes a catered
meal and door prizes, as well as
the announcement of the individuals and teams who raised the most

money.
Duncan said the goal for this
year’s fundraiser is $50,000, in
comparison to last year’s $39,000.
Duncan said so far, the largest
amount earned this year is about
$4,000 from Eastern’s special education organizations Sigma Rho
Epsilon and the Student Council
for Exceptional Children (SCEC).
She said another significant contributor from Eastern is the sorority Alpha Sigma Alpha with $1,600.
“They’ve done an amazing job,”
Duncan said.
Volunteers must raise a minimum of $75 in order to participate
in this event and receive a 2015
Polar Plunge hoodie. Prizes are also
awarded to those who raise more.

Participants who raise $250
are given Polar Plunge beach towels, and those with $500 get an XL
Under Armour sports duffle bag.
At the $1,000 level, participants
earn an embroidered Under Armour jacket.
The money raised benefits Area
9 of the Special Olympics, the section that covers Coles County and
several surrounding counties.
The Special Olympics does not
charge a participation fee, and provides athletes with free lunches
during competitions.
The funds will also contribute to state competitions, during
which athletes will be spending
several nights in hotels.
Duncan said Eastern is one of

two places in the state that doesn’t
charge the Special Olympics to use
their facilities.
“Eastern Illinois saves our
area tons of money by donating
their facilities to the EIU Spring
Games,” Duncan said.
Duncan said some other locations can cost nearly half a million
dollars.
The money raised from the Polar Plunge will contribute to funding these services as well.
“It also provides the athletes
w i t h s o m e o f t h e re c re a t i o n a l
things we like to do, like the holiday parties,” Duncan said.
Emily Stockdale can be reached
at 581-2812 or elstockdale@eiu.
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Wandling said he predicts
a major panic will take place
across the university in the
next coming days.
“We’re already involved in
a process of reducing the academic affairs budget by a substantial amount going into
next fiscal year, and now we
have this additional layer of
cuts,” he said.
Wandling said for about the
past 14 years, Eastern has seen
reductions, flat budgets or relatively small increases.
“This does not compare in
any way to any budget reduction I’ve seen in my time here,”
he said. “And I’ve been here
since 1987.”
Wandling said the General Assembly still needs to approve Rauner’s budget, which
he foresees being a difficult
process.
“It would not surprise me to
see the legislature talking about
this well into the end of May
and likely into June for that
matter,” he said.
Wandling said he is interested to see how the Democratic leadership in the House and
Senate will respond to the pro-

posed budget. He said he believes Rauner may have success
with his plans to change pension-funding laws, as the General Assembly has been willing
to change them twice in the
past.
Rauner proposed to put all
future work under the Tier 2
pension plan, except for police
and firefighters.
“There certainly will be
some compromises that are going to be struck as they move
through the process, but definitely the governor has proposed quite a shocking budget,” Wandling said.
Ali Moshtagh, the chair of
the economics department,
said although the budget cuts
would be detrimental, the university should not use a business model as a solution.
“The services we provide
and the quality of education
that we provide the students is
not like a merchandise that we
can measure its value in dollars
and cents,” he said. “Universities need more money, and if
they are not provided with the
adequate funds, students suffer.”
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Mihn Dao, an economics professor, said education is
an investment in human capital, and it is one of the three
measurements of the wealth of
a state or country along with
production per person and life
expectancy.
“The day that we put less
emphasis on education, as witnessed by the reduction in the
funding, I think we are basically spelling out the decline
of the U.S. civilization,” Dao
said. “It’s like the race to the
bottom.”
The only education funding
Rauner mentioned in his address was for early childhood
and K-12 education.
Rauner said he would increase high-quality early childhood education options for the
“most vulnerable” children,
and he would increase K-12
funding by $300 million to
help the districts most in need
of support.
Sham’Ah Md-Yunus, an elementary education professor, said the increased funding could benefit students
from low socioeconomic backgrounds, and it would be help-

ful to rural schools that sometimes lack technology and basic supplies.
“I would say I agree based
on research that if we invest
in early education and care for
young children, we probably
tackle one of the biggest social
issues in the community, like
increase student retention rate
in high school and college,”
she said.
For the state of Illinois,
Rauner said solving this year’s
financial crisis would eliminate
$1.6 billion from next year’s
deficit, but it would still leave
a budget hole of $6.2 billion.
Perry said he encourages patience as the budget process
moves forward, as the governor’s budget address was only
the first step in a lengthy process.
“In the long term, state support for higher education must
be strong and stable,” Perry
said. “It is the best investment
a state can make for societal
advancement the economy.”
Stephanie Markham can
be reached at 581-2812 or
samarkham@eiu.edu.

CLASSIFIEDS
Help wanted
HELP WANTED! Do you live in a
dorm? If so, you could earn $50 cash
this week, working no more than 1 or
2 hours! Local business needs help
handing out promotional material.
First person to call from each dorm is
hired!
217-549-5296
___________________________ 2/19

Sublessors
Millennium Place Apartments: Available now through 7-31-2015. $300
plus utilities.
Call Ramon 217-519-2769
__________________________2/24

For rent
Properties available on 7th Street. 5
or 6 BR houses. Studio, 3, or 4 BR apts.
Most utilities paid on apts.
Call 217-855-8521.
__________________________2/20
We have the size and price you need!
1, 2, & 3 BR units, four great locations!
www.tricountymg.com
217-348-1479
715 Grant Ave. #103.
__________________________2/20
Available Fall 2015:
1025 4th St. 5 BR, 2 full baths, 2 halfbaths, washer and dryer.
618-670-4442
__________________________2/20
FOR 2015-2016 VERY NICE 2 + 3 BEDROOM / 2 BATH APARTMENTS. REFINISHED BALCONIES, CODED ENTRY
INTO BUILDING, CABLE AND INTERNET INCLUDED IN RENT! RIGHT BEHIND MCHUGH'S, LESS THAN A BLOCK
FROM CAMPUS!
217-493-7559. myeiuhome.com
__________________________2/23

For rent
BOWERS RENTALS - Very Nice 1-5
BR Homes Starting at $300/month
1526 1st St - 4 BR with nice front porch
and new windows! 1703 12th St - 3 BR
with large rooms and screened back
patio! Call or text 217-345-4001.
eiuliving.com
__________________________2/24
For Rent Fall 2015. 4 BR house, 2
blocks from campus. W/D, dishwasher, great parking, and nice yard.
Call or text 276-7003.
__________________________2/24
Call us to see how to save $550 off
your lease!
BrooklynHeightsEIU.com
MelroseOnFourth.com
Furnished, Washer & Dryer, Balcony,
Walk-In Closets, Free Tanning, 24 hr.
Fitness Rooms. Roommate Matching
Avail. 217-345-5515
__________________________2/27
AVAILABLE FALL 2015 - NEXT TO
BUZZARD/DOUDNA 2&3 BR,1812 9th
St. AVAILABLE NOW - 3 BR, 1205
Grant. sammyrentals.com or call/text
217-549-4011, 217-348-0673.
__________________________2/27
2 bedroom houses. 3 blocks from EIU,
W/D, $300 each, 11 month lease.
Call 217-549-7031
__________________________2/27
FOR SUMMER OR FALL 1, 2 & 3 BR
APTS. As low as $285/person, all appliances, some with dishwasher,
washer/dryer or garage. Trash pd
some with water pd. As close as 3 blks
to EIU
348-7746 Carlyle Apartments
www.CharlestonILApts.com
__________________________2/27
Available Now - Deluxe 1 BR Apt,
117 W Polk, stove, fridge, microwave, dishwasher, w/d. Trash pd.
348-7746
www.CharlestonILApts.com
__________________________2/27

For rent
4 bedroom 2 bath house located at
1410 9th St available for 15-16!
Great Location, All Inclusive Pricing, W/D - Stay Unique
217-345-RENT (7368).
www.uniqueproperties.net
__________________________2/27
Very spacious 5 bedroom house
available at 1705 & 1707 9th St for
15-16! Great Location, All Inclusive
Pricing, W/D - Stay Unique
217-345-7368
www.uniqueproperties.net
__________________________2/27
Large 3 bedroom furnished apartment for Fall 2015. Make an appointment to see.
Call 345-3664
__________________________2/27
FOR 2015- 1, 2 & 3 BR APTS. Carlyle
Apartments
217-348-7746.
www.CharlestonILApts.com
__________________________2/27
3 BR Apts., 820 Lincoln Ave, 1 blk.
from EIU, all kitchen appliances.
Water & Trash pd.
217-348-7746
www.CharlestonILApts.com
__________________________2/27
Awesome 3 BR townhouse. One unit
left.
Call 24 hours for details 630-505-8374
___________________________3/4
FOR 2015-2016: VERY NICE 1-6 BEDROOM HOUSES AND APARTMENTS.
1/2 BLOCK TO 3 BLOCKS FROM CAMPUS.
CALL 217-493-7559
myeiuhome.com
___________________________3/6
3 BR nice house, 4 blocks from campus. CA, W/D, dishwasher, bar, parking. $900/month, available August 1.
217-549-6342
__________________________3/13

For rent
5 bedroom house 10 MONTH LEASE
1836 11th, $275 each, A/C, W/D, D/W,
partial covered large patio
217-345-3273
__________________________3/13
4-6 bedroom house 10 MONTH
LEASE 1521 2nd, $275 each, A/C,
W/D, off-street parking
217-345-3273
__________________________3/13
6 bedroom house includes a studio
cottage for 1 (6 total) 10 MONTH
LEASE 1906 11th, $300 each, large
yard and patio. A/C, D/W, W/D.
217-345-3273
__________________________3/13
AVAILABLE AUGUST 2015 Studio, 1,
2, & 3 bedroom apartments. Great locations!
ppwrentals.com
217-348-8249
__________________________3/16
You deserve to live in a nice home
with nice landlords. Leasing for Fall
2015. 2-5 bedroom homes, includes all appliances and garbage.
Walk to campus. Pet friendly.
Call or text 217-649-6508.
www.keslerodle.com
__________________________3/31
NO CAR? CLOSE ENOUGH TO WALK.
Rentals for 1, 2, 3, or 4 within a block
to EIU. Wood Rentals, Jim Wood, Realtor.
345-4489.
www.woodrentals.com
__________________________3/31
2015 School year:
RCRRENTALS.COM
217-345-5832
___________________________4/6
Wood Rentals, Jim Wood, Realtor.
Over 20 years experience.
345-4489.
www.woodrentals.com
__________________________4/30

NEED TO FILL A POSITION?
Let people know that you’re

217-581-2816

Like the Daily Eastern
News on Facebook to
get all the latest news
and sports info!

by placing a help wanted ad in the DEN!

Rent: Now, Spring 2015, or Fall 2015
Good Housing, Proven Management
Housing for 1 from $350-440
Housing for 2 from $290/person
Housing for 3 or 4 right next to campus


woodrentals.com

1512 A Street. P.O. Box 377
Charleston, IL 61920
217 345-4489 – Fax 345-4472

Tweet
Tweet

Follow the Daily Eastern
News Twitter!
den_news

This Space for Sale

Check out our photo
galleries online!

Only $89 per week
Call 581-2816
for more info

www.dailyeasternnews.com

Pick up your copy of the
Daily Eastern News anywhere
around campus!

The Eastern’s
Vehicle:
literary journal
Submit your creative prose,
poetry and plays to
The Vehicle anytime!
Go to www.thevehiclemagazine.com
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Junior Ali Foster returns the ball during tennis practice on Sept. 30 at the Darling Courts. The Panthers will be playing at Southern Illinois University-Carbondale at 3 p.m., and at the University of Evansville
at 7 p.m. Sunday.

Eastern prepares for back-to-back games

By Denise Killian
Staff Reporter | @DEN_Sports

After winning back-to-back matches against
Dayton (4-3) and Illinois State (6-1), the Eastern women’s tennis team is ready to play a
double-header on Friday and Saturday.
The Panthers take on Southern Illinois-Carbondale and the University of Evansville.
The Evansville game put on the schedule for
this week after it was cancelled last weekend.
This is the first time this year the Panthers
will be playing back-to-back games.
Eastern coach John Blackburn said his team
is ready for the challenge.
“I think being mentally and physically

tough all weekend will be a big key for us,” he
said. “I think we have a lot of confidence in
what we can do as a group. We also have a lot
of respect for Southern Illinois and Evansville
and know it will be a great challenge that we’re
looking forward to.”
As in previous matches, doubles will be a
main focus for the Panthers. This season senior
Sephora Boulabahiem and freshman Grace
Summers have proved to be tough in first team
doubles as they are 2-1 on the season.
Also 2-1 on the season is junior’s Hannah
Kimbrough and Ali Foster, who are the No. 2
doubles team for the Panthers.
“(Double’s) is always a big thing we focus
on since its first and has the potential to real-

ly set the tone for the early part of the match,”
Blackburn said.
The singles performances have seen improvement this season. Summers has shown a
strong start to her college career.
She holds a record of 2-1 with wins against
Indiana University senior Alecia Kauss and Illinois State University freshman Donna Haycock.
“We have definitely seen some improvement
in match awareness, decision making, and
playing the big points well, so we’ll hope to see
that continue,” Blackburn said.
As a whole, Eastern needs to make minor
adjustments to succeed this weekend, Blackburn said.

Blackburn hopes to see the same qualities throughout the rest of the season and getting off to a good start is important for both
matches of the weekend.
“I think getting off to a good start in double and playing the singles matches with excellent purpose and playing to our strengths as a
team,” Blackburn said.
The Panthers will be playing at Southern
Illinois University Saturday at 3 p.m., and at
University of Evansville Sunday at 7 p.m.
Denise Killian can be
reached at 581-2812
or dmkillian@eiu.edu.

Panthers to face off
against UT-Martin
By Blake Nash
Staff Reporter | @DEN_Sports
The Eastern men’s basketball team will
start its final home stand Thursday night
when they host Tennessee-Martin at 7 p.m.
in Lantz Arena.
Both teams are in the thick of the Ohio
Valley Conference tournament picture with
the Skyhawks just ahead of the Panthers in
the OVC’s west division.
The Skyhawks come in with an overall record of 16-9 and an 8-4 record in OVC action.
The Panthers are a half a game behind the
Skyhawks, and have a 15-11 record overall
and a 8-5 record in the OVC. TennesseeMartin defeated the Panthers 81-51 in their
last matchup.
Freshman guard Cornell Johnston said
Eastern needs to pick up another win before
the OVC tournament in two weeks.
“Right now, we’re looking at if we get a
win the next two games, we get a bye,” Johnston said. “If we lose we play out as one of
the lower seeds.”
The game will be shown on the American Sports Network, and will be carried on
Comcast Sportsnet Plus. The game is being promoted as a “White Out,” with all
fans encouraged to wear white for the second televised contest held in Lantz Arena
this season.
“We love our fans,” Johnston said. “It’s always good to look up into the stands after a
game and see that people came for you. It is
nice to smile at them and let them know you
see them.
Eastern has three games left on the schedule, all against west divisional opponents,

who defeated the Panthers earlier this year.
They include Tennesse-Martin, Southeast
Missouri State and Murray State.
Both of the OVC’s co-newcomers of the
week will be on display Thursday night in
junior forwards Trae Anderson of Eastern
and Twymond Howard of Tennessee-Martin..
Anderson averaged 16 points and four rebounds in two games last week, including a
19 point and six rebound performance in a
66-55 victory over Austin Peay.
He added 11 points and three assists in
a loss to Southern Illinois-Edwardsville Saturday.
Howard posted similar numbers last week,
averaging 14 points and eight rebounds, beginning with a game-high 21 point performance in a loss to Southeast Missouri.
Howard posted a game-high of 11 rebounds while scoring seven points in a victory over Austin Peay.
Eastern, one of the best defenses in the
OVC, ranks second in the OVC in field goal
defense, holding opponents to a .411 shooting per game. Opposing offenses average less
than 60 points in the last four games against
the Panthers.
“We’ve got to be ready to defend. Defense
will win us this game,” Johnston said. “If we
key and stay locked in on defense, I think
we will win this game.”
Eastern faces a Skyhawks team, who is
shooting percentage of .475 ranks third in
the OVC behind Belmont University and
unbeaten Murray State.
Blake Nash can be
reached at 581-2812
or banash@eiu.edu
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Grace Lennox, a freshman guard, brings the ball up the court in the women’s basketball game Jan.
31 against Southern Illinois University Edwarsdsville in Lantz Arena. Lennox had 13 points in the
game.
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Also, they held Murray State to 11-of33 shooting in the first half and 1-of-7
from three in the second half.
Oroszova said the main focus in practice this week was contesting shots.
“We played as a team in offense as well
as in defense the whole game,” she said.
“We had each other’s back, and that always go a long way. We kne w when to
help each other out and when it’s a 1-on1 battle. Also, Murray is a leading 3-point
shooting team in attempts.”
The Panthers improved to 6-7 in the
conference, and separated themselves
from Eastern Kentucky, who is right behind them in the standings.
As it stands on Thursday, the Panthers
are now 2.5 games ahead of ninth seeded Eastern Kentucky and a half of a game

behind Austin Peay for the seventh spot.
This win for the Panthers was crucial
Oroszova said.
“A s a t e a m , w e k n ow t h a t g e t t i n g a
good seed for the tournament is import a n t ,” s h e s a i d . “ We d n e s d a y’s w i n w a s
special and gave us the momentum for
the upcoming game and tournament.”
Also, they held Murray State to 11-of33 shooting in the first half and 1-of-7
from three in the second half
Eastern hosts Southeast Missouri State
University at 1 p.m. Saturday in Lantz
Arena for its second to last home game.
Bob Reynolds can be
reached at 581-2812
or rjreynolds@eiu.edu

@DEN_Sports tweet of the day: FINAL: @EIUWBB defeats Murray State 81-67. Oroszova had 25 points on 10-of-18 shooting and 15 rebounds.

S ports

Sports Editor
Bob Reynolds
217 • 581 • 2812
DENSportsdesk@gmail.com

T H E DA I LY E ASTE R N NEWS

D A I LY E A S T E R N N E W S . C O M

T H U R S DAY, F E B. 19, 2015
N o. 100 V O LU M E 99

8

TOP C AT

Johnston breaks freshman assist record
By Blake Nash
Staff Reporter | @DEN_Sports
Eastern’s freshman point guard
Cornell Johnston is shorter than
most players in NCAA Division I
basketball at 5’7”.
That didn’t stop the Johnston
from from achieving success on
the court throughout high school
and his first year of college.
Ju s t l a s t w e e k e n d Jo h n s t o n
broke Eastern’s freshman assist record of 115 set by Mike Robinson
in 2008. Johnston totaled 11 assists to end Eastern’s road trip last
week, giving him 116 assists in his
first year of play for the Panthers.
“He’s a great leader and he’s going to be a great leader,” shooti n g g u a rd R e g g i e Sm i t h s a i d .
“He’s just young and learning, but
right now I think he’s ahead of his
time.”
Smith entered this season having played point guard last season, but Coach Jay Spoonhour
was able to lure Johnston from
the St. Louis area, where he was
known for his quickness and vision on the court. He was a major scorer for LaDue High School,
especially during his junior year
when he culminated a season with
his 1,000 th career point.
“ My g o a l t h r o u g h o u t h i g h
school was to get as many wins as
I could,” Johnston said. “Whatever came along whether it was
steals, rebounds, points or diving
on a loose ball, I would do it to
win.”
Eastern coach Jay Spoonhour
said that his desire to win is what
drove him to sign Johnston, whose
size scared bigger programs away.
Eastern was the only Division I
school to offer him a scholarship.
“Size has never been an issue
with me in regards to players,”
Spoonhour said. “Cornell is a guy
who just flat out wins, and gets it
done.”
Johnston arrived at Eastern this
fall when the roster was full at the
guard position. Smith and senior
guard Dylan Chatman were returning to the Panthers, and walkon junior guard Luke Norman
also arrived at Eastern.
“It was a tough battle, battling
for the one spot,” Johnston said.
“There was no guarantee that I
would start.”
Johnston became a part of Eastern’s starting lineup for the first
game and has remained there

since. His father Tyrell attends
most of the Panther’s games, and
he is the reason Johnston is called
“Little T” by his friends and teammates.
“I’ve played for my dad since I
was like seven years old,” Johnston
said. “He was known as Coach T
so that’s how that nickname came
along.”
Teammates also call him Uno
because he was born at one in the
morning.
The night he broke the freshman assists record, Johnston was
in Edwardsville as the Panthers
battled Southern Illinois-Edwardsville. Several of his family and friends from the St. Louis area were in attendance. He said
that he didn’t pay much attention
to the record.
“A few people told me about it,
but I didn’t look into it or anything,” Johnston said. “I never
even thought about, to be honest.
I just wanted to go out there and
play.”
His ability on the court has also
increased the confidence of his
teammates, especially Chatman,
who said that Johnston can find
his teammates anywhere on the
court.
“( Johnston) can find us anywhere, though. We just got to
move around,” Chatman said. “He
can get into the lane whenever he
wants to.”
Spoonhour also said that Johnston, who averages 8.5 points per
game and 4.5 assists also helps make
his teammates better around him.
“He’s got great character,” Spoonhour said. “He helps make everyone
better people around him,”
Johnston played youth basketball with current Duke’s freshman
center Jahlil Okafor and Arkansas
freshman guard Antoine Beard.
Johnson has a jump shot that
comes with a quick release, which
he uses to shoot the ball before taller opponents can block it.
“I try to get the ball off as quick
and as comfortable as I can,” Johnston said. “Practicing is just a matter of getting into the gym and
working on it.”
All that determination and hard
work has helped Johnston make
his mark in the Eastern record
books so early in his career.
Blake Nash can be
reached at 581-2812
or banash@eiu.edu.
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Cornell Johnston, a freshman guard, makes a field-goal attempt in the men’s basketball game Saturday Jan.31
against Southern Illinois Edwardsville in Lantz Arena. Johnston had 12 points in the game.

Oroszova scores 25 points, 15 rebounds
By Bob Reynolds
Sports Editor | @BobReynoldsDEN
Se n i o r f o r w a rd Sa b i n a Oro szova recorded a double-double
in the Eastern women’s basketball 81-67 win over Murray State
Wednesday.
Oroszova scored 25 points on
10-of-18 shooting, had 15 re bounds, six blocks and five assists.
“After two bad practices, personally, I’m glad I made my shots
that I was supposed to make,”
Oroszova said. “Coach empha-

sized the importance of rebounding and sharing the ball, so I just
did what she wanted me to.”
Freshman guard Grace Lennox
said it was great to see Oroszova
do what she can do.
“She is capable of doing it
e ve r y g a m e ,” s h e s a i d . “ W h e n
(Oroszova) takes off, it lifts us
all and gets us started. I think
that gave us a lot of confidence.”
O r o s z ov a h i t a j u m p e r g i v ing the Panthers a double-figure
lead with 5:22 to play in the first
half. She finished with 17 points
in the first half and had nine re-

bounds.
T h e Pa n t h e r s w o u l d p u s h
their lead up to 12 with 4:12 remaining in the half on a jumper by junior guard Alece Shumpert, who was placed in the starting lineup for the first time this
year.
Murray State cut the lead to
nine at halftime on a jumper
by sophomore guard Ke’Shunan
James.
Sophomore forward Erica
Brown would give the Panthers
a 52-36 lead on a made jump er with 15:41 left in the second

half.
L e n n o x g a v e t h e Pa n t h e r s a
21-point advantage on a pair of
made free throws with 4:49 left
i n t h e s e c o n d h a l f, w h i c h w a s
their largest lead of the game.
Lennox said having a big lead
throughout the game was easier because most of the games the
Panthers have played, they had
to grind it out at the end to win
the game.
“Having a consistent lead
throughout the majority of the
game made it a lot easier for us,”
she said. “Especially at the end

o f t h e g a m e w h e n we g a ve u p
some easy points. It took pressure off us and enabled us to
play the whole team, with contributions from everyone.”
Mu r r a y St a t e w o u l d c u t t h e
lead to 10 with 1:38 left in the
second half, but that is as close
as the Racers would get.
Murray State scored 80 points
in three out of the last five
g a m e s , a n d t h e Pa n t h e r s h e l d
them to 34.4 percent from the
floor.
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